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Steering Committee Meeting #3: 
May 9, 2018, 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
 
The Steering Committee (SC) for the Greater Nyack Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan (Master 
Plan) assembled for the third of four meetings on May 9, 2018. The project team led by 
Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc. (FHI), provided an overview on and key findings from the following: 
 

• Outreach efforts to date including stakeholder meetings, stakeholder and press 
outreach, flyer distribution, and virtual outreach 

• A pop-up event at Nyack High School 
• A pop-up event at the Earth Day Festival 

 
The project team then discussed how they have used public input and the findings from the 
existing conditions document to identify 11 corridors. These corridors contain segments and 
intersections that have facilities gaps and major safety concerns. The project team is currently 
working to develop facility recommendations in these areas and will consider cost, timeframe, 
ease of implementation, and facility jurisdiction when developing recommendations. In 
addition to facilities, the project team is developing policy, education, and enforcement 
strategies. 
  
Dave Zornow, who is managing the project on behalf of the the Nyack villages and the school 
district, expressed a growing concern with the uncivil discussions he has seen on social media 
platforms. He described growing anger towards bicyclists online and expressed alarm that these 
threats could turn into action. He proposed two ideas for helping to address issue: 
 

1. Develop a PSA campaign to educate all road users about laws and respectful use of the 
road. He said the PSAs could be run on Nyack News & Views or on the Village websites. 
A SC member suggested school assemblies could be leveraged to reach students. 
Another member suggested a video featuring members of the community.  

2. Host a monthly community bike ride that is kid-friendly. A SC member mentioned that 
this could be advertised at the upcoming street fair.  

 
Mr. Zornow said he needs help organizing these events and asked SC members to reach out to 
him to assist him. 
 
Next steps for the project include the development of the Draft Master Plan, presentation of 
preliminary recommendations at a public open house (slated for June 12 at Nyack High School), 
and the refinement of the final Master Plan (including implementation plan) based on public 
and committee feedback. A final Steering Committee meeting will be held in mid-June, with an 
emphasis on plan recommendations and implementation approaches. 
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Discussion 
Discussion occurred throughout the meeting on the following topics: 
 

• Bike parking. Members of the public have mentioned that bike parking is an issue. SC 
members mentioned that there is a need for convenient bike parking in front of 
destinations. Putting bike racks in parking lots is not the best use of racks because 
bicyclists want to keep an eye on their bicycle when they visit businesses. Bob Galvin 
(Village of Nyack) suggested that other cities in the region have incorporated bike 
parking incentives into their development codes.  

• Coordinating the different jurisdictions. The SC members said coordinating the 
different villages and hamlets is a challenge, and the school district is the only boundary 
that they share. Each community needs to take an active interest and role in ongoing 
coordination. The SC committee asked the project team if they could include a 
discussion of “pedestrian and bicycle districts” or how other regions have considered 
multi-jurisdictional issues. Beth Davidson (School Board Trustee) mentioned that the 
superintendent would need to be informed about anything involving the school district. 
A goal of this project is to have each Village and Town adopt the final Master Plan 
document and use the plan as a tool for both implementation and coordination. 

• Funding and local support. While Safe Routes to School no longer exists as a dedicated 
funding stream, numerous opportunities exist to leverage funding for safety-related 
projects related to schools, healthcare, parks and recreation, and other areas. The 
Master Plan will help identify opportunities and resources for local implementation. SC 
members noted that applications for funding are often more successful when they 
demonstrate a coordinated effort among multiple municipalities. 

 
Attendees: 
 
Steering Committee 
 

• Beth Davidson – Nyack Board of Education 
• Mike Hays – Rockland Bicycling Club / Upper Nyack resident 
• Alain Leinbach – Trustee, South Nyack 
• Meg Mayo – Visit Nyack Director 
• Kieran Quinn – Former Nyack Mayor 
• Ken Sharp – Valley Cottage resident 
• Jeff Scherr – Nyack resident 
• Bob Timm – Nyack resident 
• Kewannah Van Dunk – South Nyack resident 
• Paul Kadin – Piermont resident 
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Project Team  
 

• Michael Ahillen – FHI  
• Chris Henry – FHI 
• Bob Galvin – Village of Nyack, Village Planner 
• Dave Zornow – Greater Nyack Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan Project Leader 


