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On Wednesday April 11, 2018 the Nyack Bicycle and Pedestrian Project team held a Pop-up 
event at Nyack High School. The focus of this event was to solicit feedback about:

• How students and faculty currently get to school
• What would encourage walking or biking to school
• Reasons students and faculty currently not walking or biking

During the school-wide lunch period, two events were held simultaneously: a Lunch 
& Learn classroom discussion and a pop-up tabling event. The Lunch & Learn event 
consisted of a presentation by two project team members about the Greater Nyack 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. After the presentation, students were encouraged to openly 
discuss their walking or bicycling concerns within Greater Nyack. Students marked areas 
of concerns on maps of the study area (attached at end of document).

The pop-up tabling event was staffed by three project team members, who handed 
out bookmarks, spoke with students about their walking or bicycling concerns, and 
administered the online Nyack Bike Walk Survey on iPads to students and faculty passing 
through the Nyack High School main hallway. 

Highlights

• The project team passed out over 150 
bookmarks to students during the event.

• Distance and terrain to school is an 
impediment to walking and biking

• Students frequently get a ride or take 
the bus to school then walk home after 
school

• Sidewalk conditions make it difficult to 
walk to school

• Students bike around their own 
neighborhoods

MAST
ER

PLA
N

GREA
TE

R

NYA
CK

BIK
E
PED



What we Heard

Pop-up Table Comments

Walking:
• Various students are driven to school then 

walk home.
• One student takes shortcuts on private 

property for safety. 
• One student felt the walk to school was too 

long and particularly dangerous around the 
hospital.

• Some students walk if they miss the morning 
bus.

• A number of students said they preferred to 
be driven. 

• During winter, snow removal is an issue. 
• Many students do not walk to school but do 

walk around their neighborhoods.
• Students said there are not many crosswalks.
• Sidewalks are missing in places and then 

reappear.
• One student is not allowed to walk or bike 

to school because there are no sidewalks.

Biking:
• Students have tried biking to school, but 

generally get a ride
• Bikes depends on weather
• HS Freshman – nowhere to put bike if she 

were to bike from home (does not know 
bike rack location)

Driving, Sidewalk, & Intersection Concerns:
• I- 303/Lake Road intersection is dangerous 

for pedestrians
• Speeding, turns traffic one 
• Sidewalks on Main Street/Summit Street 

make crossing dangerous



• Dangerous crossings on Route 9W near new hospital as vehicles don’t yield 
• Blind spot by Central Avenue; student believes visibility is worse than speeding
• Intersection by bike shop on 303, Lake Road shoulders are tough to bike/walk

Valley Cottage & South Nyack Specific:
• Students who live in Valley Cottage prefer walking on the wider sidewalks 
• One student lives in Valley Cottage and the distance is too far to walk or bike to 

school 
• One student walks around their Valley Cottage neighborhood quite frequently
• One student living in South Nyack does not walk to school, but feels safer in her 

neighborhood

Lunch-and-Learn Comments
Walking:

• Some students walk home after 
school but don’t generally walk 
to school in the morning due to 
the early start time.

• Another challenge of walking to 
or from school is the distance for                            
students who live in Nyack or 
South Nyack.

• The lack of sidewalks on nearby 
corridors like Route 9W makes 
it inconvenient for students who 
live nearby the High School but 
are still required to be bussed in.

• When traveling from the high 
school to Main Street, students 
usually travel by way of Christian 
Herald Road and Midland 
Avenue. This can be challenging 
due to narrow sidewalks, 
especially along Christian Herald 
Road. Also, the intersection 
between Christian Herald Road and Route 9W feels very unsafe

• Other unsafe areas in the study area included: 
         •    Kings Highway is an unsafe pedestrian environment.

                      •    There are not enough street lamps by the Living Christ Church on  



                             Broadway.
                      •    Pedestrian bridge near the middle school is unsafe and does not have  
                             enough lighting. 
                      •    Route 59 underpass is unsafe.

• The intersection of Route 59 and Route 9W is an example of a pedestrian 
intersection that is easy to cross and has clear signage. 

Biking:
• Students expressed that not many high schoolers bike to school, though some 

middle schoolers do. They suggested the reasons for this likely included the 
following:  
         •    Challenging large hill that high schoolers would have to ride up to get up           
               to the high school 
         •    It isn’t considered very “cool” to bike 

• Students expressed that they frequently bike to one another’s houses, parks, or 
other destinations to hang out during their free time  
         •    One challenge students frequently encounter when bicycling around   
               Valley Cottage is getting across the train tracks safely

• One student suggested starting a “Bike to School Day.”








